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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the papers filed June 9, 2004. 

2. Currently, claims 33-36, 38-39, 41-42, 44-46, 48-52, 54-68 are pending. 

3. All arguments have been thoroughly reviewed but are deemed non-persuasive 
for the reasons which follow. 

4. This action is FINAL. 

5. Any objections and rejections not reiterated below are hereby withdrawn in view 
of the amendments to the claims. 

New Grounds of Rejection Necessitated by Amendment 
Claim Objections 

Claim 34 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 34 is directed to 
wherein the base sheet dissolves in a solution. Claim 33 however appears to contain 
this limitation. Therefore, it is unclear how Claim 33 limits Claim 34. . 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112- Second Paragraph 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A1) Claim 41 is indefinite over the recitation "the backing sheet" because the 
backing sheet lacks proper antecedent basis. Claim 33 no longer recites "a backing 
sheet." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 33-35, 44-46, 48-51 , 55-62, 65-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Evident Crimescene (www.evidentcrimesscene.com . Latent 
Fingerprint Recovery, April 27, 1999). 

Evident Crimescene teaches Latent Fingerprint Recovery Supplies. The BVDA 
Hinge lifters which are illustrated on page 7. BVDA gellifters have a low-tack adhesive 
layer which is thick enough to lift complete prints from rough or polluted surfaces (BVDA 
manual, page 3). The transparent Gellifters have a clear polyester backing, the black 
and white have a backing of white rubberized linen. The transparent Gellifters have 
non-stick paper edges that provide a space for notations (BVDA manual, page 4). The 
Gellifters come in various sizes, however they can also simply be cut with scissors to a 
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size that is needed to suit a particular job (page 4). As seen in the product information, 
all gellifters are protected by a transparent polyester film (page 2 of 6 from Gellifter 
Manual). The base sheet of either a polyester backing or rubberized linen would 
dissolve in a solution (limitation of Claim 34). The Gellifter would allow a hole punch to 
remove a portion of the sample (limitations of claims 46, 44). The materials of the 
Gellifter would dissolve in an alkali or phenol/chloroform solution (limitations of Claims 
45, 48). BVDA teaches gellifters may be use for a variety of different samples. 

New Matter 

8. Claims 33-36, 38-39, 41-42, 44-46, 48-52, 54-68 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

In the amended claims, reference to "a transparent polymeric sheet" (Claim 33, 
for example); "the base sheet is indicia free" (Claim 33, for example); "the base sheet 
comprising an absorbent material" (Claim 55); "the transparent polymeric sheet are 
substantially the same size" (Claim 61, 65); "the polymeric sheet is rectangular 1 ' (Claim 
62, 66); "the base sheet is joined by a line of weakness to a second polymeric sheet" 
(Claim 63, 67); "the transparent polymeric sheet is joined by a line of weakness to a 
second polymeric sheet" (Claim 64, 68); " are included. The amendments of January 31 , 
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2005, May 18, 2005 do not provide any particular support from the specification for the 
newly added limitations. 

A) The instant claims are directed "the base sheet is indicia free" (Claim 33, for 
example). The specification does not appear to contain this negative limitation. The 
specification teaches that "advantageously said base sheet is printed on its reverse. A 
bar code may be printed on this sheet together with instructions for use of the device 
and/or an area to write an identification code (page 6, lines 7-10). This passage does 
not appear to support that the base sheet is indicia free. Further, it is noted that the use 
of "side" does not mean a reverse side, but rather could mean a right or left side. 

B) The instant claims are drawn to "the base sheet comprising an absorbent 
material" (Claim 55). The specification does not appear to teach that the base sheet is 
broadly any absorbent material. The specification teaches that the base sheet is a 
sheet of paper, typically a sheet of gloss art paper. The specification which teaches that 
the base sheet may be paper is not a disclosure of any absorbent material. Absorbent 
material would encompass cloth, for example. The instant specification does not the 
breadth of absorbent material. 

The concept of "the base sheet is indicia free" and "the base sheet comprising an 
absorbent material" does not appear to be part of the originally filed invention. 
Therefore, "the base sheet is indicia free" and "the base sheet comprising an absorbent 
material" constitutes new matter. Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the 
reply to this Office Action. 
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Conclusion 

9. No claims allowable over the art. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A) Massimo (US 6,260,885, July 2001 ) teaches latent fingerprint lifting and 
recordation device. 

B) Pierce et al. (US 2,006,744, July 1935). 

C) Mason, Jr. (US 4,706,600, November 1987). 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Jeanine Goldberg whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-0743. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 7:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jones, can be reached on (571 ) 272- 0745. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

The Central Fax Number for official correspondence is (571) 273-8300. 


Jeanine Goldberg 

Primary Examiner 

August 5, 2005 



